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subjected to the payment of jisyah for his humiliation and
punishment so long as he persists in his unbelief, and in order
to impress him with the degradation of unbelief and the
power of Islam. According to him, the jizyah is taken from
the dhlmmis in lieu of the assistance which they would be
liable to give if they had not persisted in their unbelief, be-
cause, living as they do in the Moslem state, they must be
ready to defend it. However, since they do not embrace
Islam, they are not fit for such assistance in person because
they would be favorably inclined towards the enemy. Con-
sequently, instead of personal service they are required to
give part of their wealth, which is spent on the Moslem
soldiers who defend the state; and exactly as the poor Mos-
lems take part in the war as footmen, and the rich as horse-
men, so the amount of the monetary equivalent collected
from the dhimmis varies according to their means. Some
say that the jizyah levied on the dhimmis is a rental for
residing in the Moslem state, but the former view is prefer-
able; for if the latter view were true, women and children
also would be liable to pay the tax, which they are not, be-
cause they are not liable for the defence of the country.1

The jizyah is levied only on those who may be admitted
into the status of the dhimmi, namely, Christians, Jews,
both of whom possess a Scripture, and the idolaters
and fireworshipers. According to the Malikites,2 except-
ing apostates, all persons who may be made slaves, that
is, all unbelievers (kQfir), even including the Quraysh, may
be admitted into the status of dhimmi. According to al-
Shafi'i, the jizyah may be accepted only from Christians,
Jews and fireworshipers, but not from idolaters, inasmuch
as the above-mentioned verse refers only to the first two

1 Mabsut, part x, p. 8.
* Kharashi, p. 442.